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Introduction

In the long-term evaluation of the early French immersion program in the
public school boards of the Ottawa-Carleton region, the most thoroughly assessed
aspects have so far been the overall academic and second language achivement
of the immersion students in relation to that of reference groups outside the
program. In order to determine what effect the immersion program may have had
on the students' general academic progress, comparisons have been made between
groups of immersion students and their peers in the regular English program of
the same boards; and in order to assess the immersion students' progress in
French, comparisons have been made with native French-speakers and, to the
extent feasible, with groups of students enrolled in other French as a second
language programs. For findings of this evaluative research, carried out by

the Bilingual Education Project at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education,
the reader is referred to: Barik and Swain, 1975, 1977, 1978; Swain and Barik,
1976, 1977; Andrew, Lapkin and Swain, 1979, forthcoming.

Assessment of the progress of the immersion students in relation to

reference groups outside the program continues to be an important focus of

the evaluation. At the same time, however, it is becoming increasingly impor-
tant to consider variations connected with the immersion program itself, in
order to determine whether one variation is superior to another in fostering

the achievement of the immersion pupils. Such variations may have to do with.
the relative amount of time devoted to French and English in the program,

the allocation of particular subjects to the French or English segments of

the day, and the.type of school'setting in which the immersion program is
housed.. Evaluation of the relative merits of different immersion program
variations is clearly of major significance to school boards who, having

once decided to offer an immersion program, are still faced with difficult
decisions with respect to time distribution, subject matter allotment, and
housing of the program. The questions of time distribution and which subjects
are best taught at different stages of the immersion program are being
monitored (Swain, 1978;.Andrew, Lapkin and Swain, 1979). The question of
school setting for the program has not previously been investigated in depth
and it is with this issue that the present report is concerned.

Background to the Study

In the Bilingual Education Project's 1978 evaluation of the French immer-

sion program in the Ottawa and Carleton Boards of Education, Andrew, Lapkin



















































